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THE CAUSES OF OUR ERRORS. 


*,* CONTINUED FROM NO 7--PAGE 49. *,* 


We assert that Avarice is one of the great 
sources of these evils. Of all the passions it 
is, perhaps, the most seductive, as it is the 
most productive of erroneous opinions and 
unjust actions. Experience proves it. Let 
us, for instance, be consulted on an affair to 
which we are perfect strangers, and which, 
by no means, concerns our interest, we shall 
then view the matter in its proper light, and 
as it really is. We, of course, will not be in- 
fluenced by prejudice, or passion, and the 
opinion which we form and express, if it 
be not infallible, will at least be suggested 
by our love for truth. Let our interests be 
involved in the consideration of the subject, 
and we shall then be inclined to turn the bal- 
ance in our own favour. It is then that in- 
genuity will seek its numerous pretexts, which 
imagination conjures up as so many solid 
and convincing reasons. This well known 
fact has given rise to the popular max- 
im, that no man can be a judge in his own 
case. On such an occasion, we readily see 
the reality, even on its faintest appearance, 
and are eventually lulled into an illusion, 
which would be pardonable, in as much as it 
would be unconscious, had it emanated from 
& purer source than personal interest. Why 
are there so many Suits in the various Courts 
of Law? Why so many causes instituted, 
or advocated by dishonesty? Weare aware 
that there are delicate questions, upon which 
the most learned and upright are occasionally 


| 


| 


.reasonable. 





the interested parties, by far the greatest part 
of those unhappy feuds and litigations, which 


are the curse and the upsetting of families, 
would have long since disappeared. Justice 
will in vain be established by a logical, solid 
and luminous discussion—every one will be 
convinced except him, .with whom you join 


_|issue: Evidence is lost upon him,,so far as 


he is concerned. Self-interest, like a decep- 
tive mirror, magnifies our right, and dimin- 
ishes that of our neighbour. Man, as it were, 
identifies himself with his property, and be- 
lieves that he exists in the very objects he 
enjoys: he cannot be detached from them, 
except by what he conceives to be a cruel, a 
killing severation. He accordingly devises 
a thousand pretexts to retain them, and it is 
thus, to a certain extent, that interest seems 
to falsify the impression of equity and truth, 
which Nature has stamped upon the soul. 


Pride is another enemy which is highly 
dangerous to Truth. 

Man naturally loves himself. This affec- 
tion, which is not only lawful but necessary, 
rapidly degenerates into excess. To it we 
can trace an injudicious fondness for our own 
opinions, and intellectual productions. This 
is an illusion, which represents to us, as so 
many beauties, what other men often con- 
demn as defects, as symptoms of hatred, and 
envy, eveh when our censures are mild and 
Pride aspires to a Mental su- 
premacy, and would enforce a submission to 
its Mandate, nay to its conceptions. It de- 
spises the acquirements of another ; it loathes 
the authority of wisdom and experience, and, 
in its oddity, is better pleased to ramble in 
the wild mazes of error, than to walk in the 
high road of wisdom. It is particularly anxious 
to acquire a name and a distinction above the 
commonalty; and such is its character that 
it seems tobe regulated rather by a passion 
for fame, than for truth. ‘The imposing bril- 
liancy of falsehood attracts the soul of man, 
when it is likely to throw a light on the path 
which leads to celebrity. Pride is the pro- 





lific parent of Paradoxy ; the ambitious pro- 
jecter of schemes; the pretended reformer 
of philosophy, of truth, and sanctity itself ! 
the propagator and stubborn defender of 
falsehood. 

At first, it is, perhaps, an opinion as.in- 
cautiously formed, as expressed, a sort of rash 
venture. If truth does not punish it, the im- 
novator triumphs; and his impudence be- 
comes proportionate to his success. Does he 
find abettors and supporters of his doctrine, 
his impudence now swells, and. attempts to 
sweep down every obstacle ; he will-not con- 
fess that he is wrong: he perseveres in his 
evil course, and but too many im society are 
foolish enough to construe his rash imbecili- 
ty into intellectual strength. 


Error leads to error, and what at first was 
only a sombre dot in the moral firmament, 
grows into a dark and ominous cloud; which, 
preguant with the lightnings of desolation, 
bursts and pours forth a blasting fire of so- 
cial malediction.—Vain would be the at- 
tempt to regulate such an Individual by the 
maxims of sound and sober reason; to sub- 
ject him by the weight of authority; check 
him by the fear of his unhinging the religious, 
moral, and political world. Pride will not be 
controled. Yes, there are persons possessed of 
a Satanic pride, who would glory in offering 
up this world as a holocaust, that’ it may 
fling a dismal light on the ascendency of 
their opinions, and in seeing them hover- 
ing over the universal ruin which they had 
occasioned. Leibnitz has somewhere re- 
marked that he met with some such charac- 
ters; what Student, or rather what Master of 
Nature has not? What distal consequences 
has not their inpiows audacity entailed on 
the human family ? We must now mention the 
last source of the errors of the heart, and 
eventually of the head.—There is a passion, 
in appearance mild, but in effect most cruel, 
which gently insinuates itself into the soul ; 
which flatters, to betray and play the despot ; 
which intoxicates, but never satisfies ; arid 





inflicts a tedious quarantine of misery for 
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the momentary pleasure it inspires—a pas- 
sion, which figures on the Stage, as well as 
in the pages of Romance ; which constitutes 
the soul of Poetry, whether solemn or gay; 
which occupies the genius of Sculpture, and 
of the Loom; and which, to effect its object, 
to seduce its victims, assumes every form ; 
occasionally exhibits the most disgusting ex- 
terior, and at times steals and wears the veil 
of modesty herself—We mean a strong in- 
clination for whatever sets off the body—a 
love for sensual pleasure—voluptuousness.— 
Such is the extent, and such the ascendancy 
of its power, that the most brilliant triumph 
to which the Gospel of Heaven aspires, is to 
level its protean altars—a passion, which 
widens the empire of its idolatry in the mor- 
al world, and establishes so pervading an in- 
fluence on mankind, that they would cheer- 
fully dash from its pedestal and trample into 
dust, every other idol, which every other pas- 
sion, would erect in the temple of the hu- 
man heart, provided they could incense and 
adore this. 


TO BE CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT. 














FENELON’S LETTER. 


MF CONTINUED FROM NO. 7—PAGE ‘50. -} 


It is true that these affairs are enveloped 
in a thick cloud of mystery, through which, 
notwithstanding, the true light of inspiration 
breaks forth: but men, in general, unless 
they possess the necessary virtue of humility, 
are incapable of enduring examples of such 
a nature: and is it not much to be dreaded 
that were they allowed to read the above pas- 
sages, without the suitable dispositions, they 
would abuse them ? When unaccustomed to 
such profound mysteries, will they not be 
astonished to see Abraham willing to sacri- 
fice his only Son, whom God had miraculous- 
ly given to him, and notwithstanding the 
promise which he made him, that the entire 
universe would be blessed in the posterity of 
this child? We are astonished to see Ja- 
cob acting the part of an impostor, under 
the influence of an inspired Mother. We 
are not less surprised to see the Prophet 
Osee taking an exceptionable woman for a 
wife, at the special command of God. Vicious 
and uneducated’ men express great astonish- 
ment when Job is proposed as a model of 
patience, because he cursed the day of his 
birth, and boasted that he never had deserv- 
ed the affliction which he suffered ; and who, 
after having rejected the consolations of his 
friends, exhorting him to acknowledge him- 
self a sinner, appeared to murmur, in the 
excess of his affliction, against God himself. 
Nothing is more difficult than to justify Ju- 
dith, who is eulogized by God himself, for 
her conduct towards Holofernes. Libertines 
say that she solicited him to evil, with an 
intention to deceive and assassinate him. 
The Canticle of Canticles contains not a 
word of Inspiration, or Morality for the car- 
nal-minded man; unless the heart be pure, 
the letter, or type presents to the reader only 
sensual love, which is calculated to produce 
the most dangerous impressions. It is true 
that they, who have their eyes open to faith, 
and have a relish for pure and holy love, 
find therein an admirable allegory, which ex- 
presses the union of chaste souls with their 
God; few, however, are to be found suffi- 
ciently regenerated in Jesus Christ so as 


fully to enter into the mystery of such holy 
union, between the Heavenly Bridegroom and 
his Spouse. Should vicious, or ignorant men 
confine themselves to the mere letter of Ec- 
clesiastes, they would be tempted to view it 
as the language of an infidel, who declares 
that all is vanity under the Sun, because, ac- 
cording to him, man dies exactly like the 
brutes. ‘The books of the Machabees tell us 
of a people who shook off the yoke of the 
Syrian king, and who took up arms to sup- 
port the free exercise of their Religion, rather 
than submit, like the primitive Christians, to 
a cruel martyrdom, which was inflicted on 
them by persecuting tyrants. A great num- 
ber in the early ages of the Church embraced 
the error of the Millenarians on reading the 
passage in the Apocalypse in relation to the 
reign of one thousand years: Even St. Au- 
gustine himself confesses that he imbibed a 
predilection in favour of the moderate Mil- 
lenarians. All those who are infected with 
the mania of Protestantism may be easily 
made to believe that Rome, even now, is the 
Idolatrous Babylon recorded in the Revela- 
tion, because a relative honour is paid there 
to Images; prayers are offered to the Saints, 
to intercede in our behalf; and her oppo- 
sition to the doctrine of the pretended Re- 
furmation, is by them considered equivalent 
to her being drunk with the blood of the 
martyrs. I know persons who were scan- 
dalized at the purple and scarlet which part- 
ly constitute the Papal costume of this imagi- 
nary Babylon; they could not be made to 
comprehend that St. John meant Pagan 
Rome, who for the first three hundred years 
had persecuted the Christians. All who are 
tainted with similar prejudices, think they 
see in the Epistles of St. Paul to the Romans, 
that God detests and condemns the greater 
part of mankind, and that’ he is determined 
so to act, without their incurring any guilt. 
These men who are half Protestants in prin- 
ciple, cannot read in the Scriptures that God 
giveth ‘ both to will and to do,” without hasti- 
ly concluding that God doth it by a necessary 
grace, and to remove from grace the name 
of necessity ; they afterwards have recourse 
to many ineffectual subtilties, supposing that 
the Will has not the power of rejecting the 
imagery which she represents to herself, be- 
cause necessity urges her to pursue this in- 
evitable and invincible pleasure. The So- 
cinians, who are so numerous and dangerous 
in our days, quote the Gospel to prove that 
Jesus Christ declared that he wished not to 
be believed God, except in the same improper 
and allegorical sense, in which he spoke to 
men “J said, you are Gods ;” and as a proof 
thereof that Jesus Christ had used this un- 
equivocal and formal expression, ‘‘ my Fath- 
er is greater than I.” ‘The Protestants pre- 
sume to shew from the Epistles of St. Paul 
to the Romans, to the Galatians, and to the 
Hebrews, that faith without good works is 
sufficient, although such works are subse- 
quent to faith. They pretend that they can 
shew in the Epistle to the Hebrews, that in the 
New Law there can be but one Host, one 
Sacrifice, or one Offering, which does not 
require to be reiterated, because it is not like 
the Jewish Victims. St. John appears to 
Protestants to authorize in his Epistles the 
impeccability of those who are the Seed of 
God. There are other Fanaticks who be- 
lieve that they see an all-sufficiency in Grace. 











They affirm that St. Paul enforces this 
im, when he says that the Spiritual ms 
judges of all, and should be judged by n 
Besides, the friends of Incredulity oul 
ready to quibble upon the apparent conaa 
dictions which are found in the fieniaan 
works on Chronology. whi 
They are even puzzled to find out the tra) 
genealogy of Jesus Christ himself, {o> the 
account which one Evangelist gives of hiw 
differs from that given by another, The 
are scandalized at the conduct of Je 
Christ, when he said, “I go nota othe 
festival, and he went up immediately afte 
not openly, but as it were in secret,” Thee 
say that he was afraid, that he was tr J 
in Spirit, and prayed to his Father that hig 
bitter passion might pass away from him ; ang 
afterwards that he complained, when on the 
Cross, that he was forsaken by Him. 
add, that the Disciples of Jesus Christ digg. 
greed among themselves: that St. Paul with. 
stood St. Peter to his face, and could not 
agree with St. Barnabas. We must are 
knowledge, that should books of piety, sue 
as the Imitation of Jesus Christ, the Spiritual 
Combat, or Sinner’s Guide, contain the o 
hundredth part of the difficulties which 
found in the Bible, you would consider g 
your duty, notwithstanding their excelle ce 
to prohibit the reading of them in your ‘ 
cess, because the spiritual nourishment whj 
they contain, although in itself supernat 
yet would be unsuitable to the wants and appe- 
tites of the generality of readers. The Senp. 
ture resembles Jesus Christ, who was set 
for the fall and rise of many in Isracl. The 
same word, which, like bread, nourishes some, 
is a sword which inflicts death on others, | 
is the odour of life to those who will live 
faith, and who, according to St. Paul, dai 
die to themselves and the world. It is 
odour of death to those who are estrange 
from the way of God, and who feed, upon 
self-pride. Sound food often proves destruc. 
tive to morbid stomachs. Whoever seeks tp 
be scandalized by the word of God, deserves 
that it should prove his destruction, Gog 
has so moderated the effulgence of light 
the obscurity of shade in his word, that the 
who are humble and docile find truth a 
consolation in it, while they who are perve ; 
and proud, find in it a source of ee 
obduracy of heart. All these nen 






which we have given many examples, easi 
disappear when the soul is cured of her pre 
sumption. According to St. Augustine, w 
should pass by all that is unintelligible, and 
edified with all we understand. You can find 
no difficulty in believing that there is a pro- 
found and mysterious meaning in the wor 
of God, which is impervious to your weak 
minds; you should therefore listen with 
docility to the instructions which the Pastors 
give you, and turn your attention to those 
principles, which serve as a key to unlock the 
difficulties, which are found in numerous pas 
sages of the Bible. You should be self-dift 
dent, and constantly guarded against Curio 
ty and a heated imagination. Follow | 
judgment of your Pastors, and experienc 
Directors, and never read the Bible but in: 
Spirit of the Church itself, in the spirit 
prayer, and from a conviction that it is 
prayer, more than by reading, you will 
prehendits sense. Cassian assures us, that 
soul being impoverished, as it were, by.8 
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sense of its own littleness, penetrates the 
meaniug of the Sacred Word, assisted more 
by her experience, than by reading the text. 
The Scriptures then open themselves clear- 
ly, to her, and so enrich. her with their 
meaning, that she herself, by thus entering 
into the spirit of their divine Inspirer, seems 
to become the author of the text. 


TO BE CONCLUDED IN OUR NEXT. 
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‘We wish to inform our Protestant readers, 
that our principles with respect to exclusive 
salvation, may be fully and satisfactorily 
seen in one of our Common Prayer Books, 
entitled ‘“* True Prety ;’’ from which, for their 
sake, we make the following extract :— 


Quest. But is it not very uncharitable to 
believe, that the Roman Catholic Church, 
beside being the only true Church, is the only 
one in which salvation can be obtained ? 

Ans. It is by no means uncharitable to be- 
lieve this: no more than it is uncharitable to 
believe any lawful truth which God has re- 
vealed. No Christian can be justly charged 
with a want of Charity for believing that 
many are called, but that few are chosen ; 
that it is easier for a camel to pass through 
the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; that he 
who will not believe, is already judged; that 
without faith, it is impossible to please God ; 
that there is but One faith, one Lord, and 
one Baptism ; that he who will not hear the 
Church must be considered as the Heathen 
and the Publican; or, in short, that Christ, 
at the last day, shall thus sentence the repro- 
bate: go ye cursed into eternal fire. As the 
firm belief of all these, and so many other 
terrifying truths, which frequently occur in 
Holy Writ, and which are manifestly damna- 
tory of the great majority of mankind, as 
well at this day as in all former ages, do not 
clash with charity ; so neither does the doc- 
trine of exclusive salvation. Our Saviour, 
who was charity itself; his Prophets and 
Apostles, who were animated with the same 
divine Spirit, did all respectively deliver these 
formidable Oracles, while their hearts glow- 
ed with the tenderest love of the unhappy 
objects, who had fallen under God’s dis- 
pleasure. Turks, Jews, Atheists, and the 
numberless Infidel tribes may as justly up- 
braid with a want of charity, every denomi- 
nation of Christians who assent to the An- 
thanasian Creed, or who admit the necessity 
of Baptism and Divine Faith, as our sepa- 
rated brethren can upbraid us, Roman Cath- 
olics, for believing that there is only one true 
Religion revealed by the God of Truth; and 
that the Roman Catholic Religion is that true 
one. If separated Christian communities 
have, in their own opinion, an indisputable 
claim to charity, while they unhesitatingly 
err the Roman Catholic Religion 

mnable and idolatrous, though professed by 
the far greatest part of Christendom, it is 
doubtless because they conceive that such 
sentiments and language are dictated by 
truth; and because their conscience bears 
them testimony that they are sincerely well 


affected to Roman Catholics and Infidels, 
while they thus, however reluctantly con- 
demn them. Now Roman Gatholics feel 
warranted to assert their claim to the tender- 
est charity upon the very same grounds. 
To them it appears as undeniable as the 
very existence of the Godhead, that the reli- 
gion revealed by him, must be essentially 
One; consistent throughout; and perfectly 
accordant in all it prescribes and professes. 
To assert that God can declare to one body 
of Christians, that certain points are to be 
believed ; and to another, that they are not to 
be believed, is to attribute to him what is in- 
compatible with his very nature; it would au- 
thorise the infidelity of the Atheist, who may 
then triumphantly boast, that he can never be 
justly condemned for refusing to believe in a 
God, who contradicts himself. Itis not less 
incredible that among the multitude of reli- 
gions, more than one can be true, than that 
among a great number of clocks, all differ- 
ing in time, more than one can be right, But 
while Roman Catholics,weighing maturely the 
distinctive qualities of the Church establish- 
ed by Jesus Christ, perceive that these qual- 
ities exclusively belong to that ancient and 
widely extended body of Christians, in com- 
munion with the See of Rome; they at the 
same time solemnly declare, in the face of 
Heaven and earth, that they are strictly bound 
to love their neighbour; and that every hu- 
man being, let his religion, his practice, or his 
prejudices be what they may, is that very 
neighbour whom they are bound to love. 
They further with equal solemnity declare, 
that as to live in hatred of any denomination 
whatsoever of their fellow-creatures, is to 
live in enmity with God—so to die m such 
hatred is to forfeit Heaven ; to die reprobate. 
Roman Catholics also, while they believe 
their own religion to be the only true one, are 
convinced that great numbers are comprised 
within its pale, who do not adhere to it by 
any visible bond of communion, All baptiz- 
ed infants ; all innocent children of every re- 
ligious persuasion; and all grown up christ- 
ians who have preserved their baptismal in- 
nocence, though they make no outward pro- 
fession of the Catholic Faith, are yet claim- 
ed as her children by the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Quest. Are Roman Catholics taught to be- 
lieve, or to assert, that all those of other re- 
ligions will be damned ? 

Ans. No, most assuredly, they are not.— 
If ignorance, embittered by resentment, has 
ever given utterance to similar expressions, 
these are pot the language of Roman Catho- 
lics as such: which fully appears by the fore- 
going answer; as is further manifest from 
their being taught to believe, that God alone 
kmows who shall be his, by faith and good 
works; that many are not now the people of 
God, who shall one day be numbered in his 
inheritance ; that many shall come from the 
East, and from the West, and shall sit down 
with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the 
kingdom of Heaven........ while many of the 
children of that kingdom shall be excluded. 
Moreover, final perseverance is a most pro- 
found secret, absolutely impervious to mortals: 
it is pent up.in the bosom of the Deity. No 
man, without a special revelation, can ascer- 
tain what passes at the moment of death, 
between the dying Christian and his God. 





ness for every fellow-creature ; to work our 
own salvation with fear and trembling; 
to be highminded—nor to judge others, t 
we ourselves be not judged ; but to hope hum- 
bly for all, in the infinite mercy of God, 
through Jesus Christ. 

Quest. But at least, is it not very unchari- 
table in Roman Catholics, to abjure all man- 
ner of communication in religious exercises, 
with those of every other religion ? 

Ans. This abjuration or refusal, so far 
from being uncharitable, is, in their mind, 
enforced by the truest charity. Convinced, 
as Roman Catholics are, and firmly persuad- 
ed, that there is, and that there can be no 
other true reiigion than their own; they can- 
not consistently, nor candidly, nor lawfully 
approve, or even appear to approve, any 
other religien; which they certainly should 
appear to do, were they thus to join in these 
religious exercises; or frequent places of 
worship belonging to separated communions. 
Such temporizing conduct has the aspect of 
prevarication : it isin some sort betraying 
the truth of God. In their principles, they 
must abhor it; as calculated te delade their 
separated brethren into an unfounded, and 
therefore, into a most dangerous security. 
Charity here compels them to stand off. Be- 
sides, esteeming the gift of Divine Faith to 
be invaluable; in as much as without faith, it 
is impossible to please God ; they cannot in- 
nocently expose themselves to the danger of 
losing it. ' 

Quest. But still, when those of other reli- 
gions scruple not, occasionlly, to attend at 
Roman Catholic sermons, and at religious 
exercises in Roman Catholic places of wor- 
ship; would there not be something more 
brotherly in returning this compliment, than 
in standing off with such rigour ? 

Ans. The preceding answer has anticipated 
a negative to this question: it is now, in ad- 
dition, to be observed, that the principles of 
other religions allow of such communication : 
the principles of the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion peremptorily forbid it. Were a set of 
men, however individually respectable, to as- 
semble as a deliberative body, with a view of 
reforming, what they deem abuses in the con- 
stitution of the United States: were. these 
men to propose to Congress a coalition with 
the legislative body: whereby they should be 
entitled to assist at the deliberations of Con- 
gress; and the. members of the Legislature 
be admissible to sit in turn with them :—Eve- 
ry one is aware of the fate of such a pro- 
posal: and every one who is convinced of 
the essential Unity of the Church, as well as 
of its necessary and indefectible identity, in 
every age, from its first establishment by 
Christ, to the end of the world, must con- 
sistently reject, with at least equal, ayer-- 
sion, every similar proposal of religious reci- 
procity. 

Quest. Can it then be sinful to listen to the 
word of God? Is not his word good in all 
places, and wherever it is preached? 

Ans. The pure unadulterated word of God 
is certainly good in itself, every where : but 
all is not the word of God which passes un- 
der that name: the original Hebrew, Chal- 
daic, and Greek manuscripts are no longer 
in existence; there are a great number, of 
copies, indeed; and very many translations: 
but copies can so far only be the word of 





It is ours earnestly to desire eternal happi- 





God, as they are faithful transcripts of the 




















































































ee ae = ae Bik = 

















: 





THE JESUIT. 


Vv 








; and translations are that word, no 


. farther than they truly express the sense of it. 


Now it is undeniable that numberless spurious 
copies are in circulation, corrupted by Jews 
and ancient Eastern heretics; so that ab- 
stracting from the testimony of the Church, 


.this authorized Guardian of the Scripture, 
_and Voucher of their authenticity, there can 


be no certain assurance that any individual 
copy or translation is indeed the word of God ; 
a circumstance of such weight in the judg- 
ment of the great St. Austin, as to make him 
declare, that he would not receive the Four 
Gospels, if not induced thereto by the author- 
ity of the Catholic Church. And if the 
Scriptures, so far back as the time of St. 
Peter, (when the living voice of the Apostles 
discriminated, for the faithful, the pure from 
the corrupt) could still be wrested by the un- 
learned and unstable, to their own perdition : 
how much more liable are these Scriptures 
now to misconceptions and misrepresenta- 
tions among Christian sects, where the au- 
thority of that Church is rejected ; and where 
the Scriptures are presumptuously expound- 
ed according to the dictates of private judg- 
ment ? 

When it is also notorious, that various 


- translations have, in many places, forced the 


Word of God into such meanings, and into 
such language, as might best accord with the 
peculiar tenets of the translator :* or might 


. best seem to warrant their defection from 


the Catholic Church; it becomes equally no- 
torious, that arbitrary translations of that 
sort cannot be safely relied on, as the pure 
word of God. 

{> In relation to the Scriptures, we refer 
our readers to what has been already said upon 
the subject, in the preceding Numbers of this 
paper. 

*Itisa fact that Luther, Calvin, Zuinglius, Beza, 
eolampadius, Castalio, Buccr, &e. &e. & 





lations of the Bible. See their respective works. 
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THIRD CONCLUSION. 


Out of the pale of the Visible Church no 


one can be saved. 


18. This the Holy Fathers in many parts 


of their writings affirm. St. Aug. in lib. de 


Unitate Ecclesie, cap. 19. says: No man 
can obtain salvation and eternal life, unless he 
has Christ as his Head. No man can have 
Christ as his Head, who is not in the Body of 
Christ, which is the Church. And in Epist. | by the deluge. 
to Count Boniface, he writes: The Catholic 
Church alone is the Body of Christ, of which 
he is the Head, the Saviour of his Body ; out | bear fruit. 
of this Body the Holy Ghost vivifies no onc. 
In Epist. 152, to the Donatists: Whoever, 
therefore, is separated from the Catholic Church, | not an adulterer. 
however commendably he may think himself to 
live, yet for this crime alone, of his living sep- 
arated from the Unity of Christ, he shall not 


c. assailed 
and censured, with the utmost asperity, each other’s trans- 


possess life, but the wrath of God resteth upon 
him. St. Greg. in his 14th Book of Morality, 
cap. 2. says: The Holy Universal Church 
preaches, that true Salvation, cannot possibly 
be obtained, unless in her; declaring that all 
who are out of her pale, cannot by any means 
be saved. 

19. Our adversaries even agree with us in 
this: Calvin, lib. 4. cap. 1. §4. says: Now 
indeed, that we are come to speak of the visible 
Church, we may learn, even by the declaration 
alone of the Mother, how useful this knowledge 
is, nay, how necessary, since there ts no other 
entrance into life, unless she conceive us in her 
womb, unless she bring us forth, unless she 
nourish us with her milk. In fine, unless she 
protect us under her guardianship and govern- 
ment, until divested of our mortal flesh we shall 
become like unto the Angels. A little after, he 


sins, no salvation can be expected. Again, lib. 
5. 22. he says: We should here observe three 
things, First, that however much the Children 
of God may excel in sanctity, yet this will 
always be an indispensable condition, as long as 
they inhabit mortal bodies, that without the re- 
mission of sins they cannot stand before God. 
Secondly, this privilege is so peculiar to the 
Church, that we cannot otherwise enjoy it, than 
by remaining in her Communion. Thirdly, this 
privilege is dispensed to us through theMinisters 
and Pastors of the Church,either by the preach- 


Sacraments. Melanchthon in his book on 
the Examination of Candidates for Orders, 


est :) It is indispensably necessary. 


21. For this, various reasons are assigned 





by St. Augustine, Serm. 181. on Time. First, 
because in the Church alone, is immolated 
the victim of our Redemption. Second, be- 
cause those labouring in the vineyard alone 
receive the penny asareward. Third,*all 
who were not in Noah’s ark, were destroyed 
Fourth, a member which re- 
maineth not in the body, cannot have life.| ting that Salvation can be obtained out of the Catholis 
Fifth, a branch cut off from the tree cannot | Ch*ch. Now the admission, or non-admission of salve 


—————— a 
To this St. Cyprian refers in his book de 
Unitate Ecclesie, when he Says 5 He who hay 
not God for his Father, has not the Church for 
his Mother : and St. Aug. in bis 4th 
chap. 13, to the Catechumens, co : 
the Creed, states, If any one shall be. 

out of the Church, he is not of the number of her 
Children; nor will he have God for his Father 
who is unwilling to have the Church for hig 
Mother. 

22. In support of the same conclusion can 
this prophecy of Isaiah be brought, cap. 60, ° 
11. Thy gates shall be open continually, 
shall not be shut day nor night, that the sty 

of the Gentiles may be brought to thee, and their 
kings may be brought. 12. For the nation and 
the kingdom that will not serve thee, shall per- 
ish. By which words he predicts two things, 
The one, that the future Church of Chrig 


continues: Out of her bosom no remission of should be visible, and should be open to ali 


nations, who would desire to enter therein, 
The other, that all should perish, who would 
not enter into her.* 
FOURTH CONCLUSION. 

23. This Visible Church cannot fail, or 
err in Faith. 

This conclusion is not to be understood of 
any part of the Church, but of the whole 
Church. For it is certain, that some part of 
the Church, that is, some Christians can er, 
and have, in reality erred. Arius erred, in 
denying the Divinity of Christ. Macedonius 


ing of the Gospel, or the administration of the\erred in denying the Divinity of the Holy 


Ghost. Nestorius erred, in asserting that 
there were two persons in Christ. Eutyches 


title de Ecclesia, says: We do not speak of |®04 Dioscorus erred, in asserting that there 
the Church, according to the Platonic Idea ;| WS but one nature in Christ; the Pelagians 
but we demonstrate the Church according to the|etred, in denying original sin, and the neces 
saying, ‘tell the Church ;” here is necessa-|sity of grace. 
rily understood the visible Church. Shortly | others erred. Allof whom were, on account 
after he inquires, whether it is necessary, in of their errors, condemned and cut ‘off by 
order to be saved, that-all men should become|the Church, as rotten members. 

citizens of the visible Church ? He answers 
the question in these words, (Prorsus necesse| body of Christ, or the whole multitude of 


The Donatists, and many 


24. But the question is, whether the whole 


Christians, as consisting of the Pastors and 
the Sheep, can err in any point of art 
cle of faith; or to speak more clearly, 
whether Christ, who governs and protects his 
Church, would permit the entire Church it- 
self, as spread over the whole world, to pro 
fess publicly, any dogma which should be 
contrary to faith or the Gospel? In this our 











bd Nothing is more common than for Protestants tore- 
proach Catholics with a want of Charity, in not admit- 


tion does not belong to Catholics, but rests with theDi- 


Sixth, a river separated from its| vine Author of their Religion. Protestants often com 


found Charity with a mistaken liberality, It mey so 


source becomes dry. Others add this: Christ | be improper te apprise them, that the charge of what 
is the Spouse of the Church, but Christ is they call illiberality, is not to be imputed: to| Roms 


Catholics, or to the Church of which they have the hap- 


He does not beget child-| piness and honour of being members, but to our 


himself, whose words wiLL NOT Pass .AWAT- 


P God 
ren unless of his Spouse the Church : no man, | spoke ; man is bound to hear and obey. ‘That the Catbo- 
therefore, can be a Son of Christ unless he lic doctrine, in relation to exclusive salvation, is not 


in- 
consistent with true Charity, we refer our readers to tte 





acknowledges the Church for his Mother.| afty-ninth page of this paper. 
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adversaries entirely differ from us. They 


_ -gay, that the whole visible Church which had, 


during the space of five hundred years, pos- 
sessed true Faith and true Religion, after- 
wards erred, and for many centuries even 
down to the days of Luther, persisted in er- 
ror; or as others allege, that the whole 
Church had perished and fallen; not that 
the men had perished and fallen, of which 
the visible Church is composed; but that 
their faith and true Religion had failed. This 
the Lutherans and Calvinists teach both by 
word and writing. Observe, that under the 
terms Lutherans and Calvinisis we include 
all Protestants who profess the doctrines of Lu- 
ther and Calvin ; although they may not now 
bear the names of these individuals, yet they 
are their spiritual descendants. 

25. But they are evidently refuted and 
condemned by their ownconcessions. First, 
because they admit, as an article of faith, 
that the visible Church of Christ is Holy 
and Catholic; and in this sense they in- 
terpret what we profess in the Creed, I 
believe in the Holy Catholic Church, as we 
have shewn in the second Conclusion. But 
articles of faith are always true, never false. 
Therefore it is always true that there is a 
visible Church of Christ, which is Holy and 
Catholic. Therefore it is false that the whole 
visible Church of Christ, after the space of 
the first five hundred years, had failed, and 
for many ages, no visible Church of Christ 
existed. Now if this was the case, it could 


, not be lawful to say, I believe in the Holy 


Catholic Church. 

26. Secondly, Our adversaries, admit that 
the visible Church is the Spouse of Christ, 
as has been shewn in the third conclusion. 
Hence we may draw a two-fold argument. 
The one, from the Bridegroom who united 
the visible Church unto himself, by an in- 
dissoluble band, as his perpetual Spouse ; 
according to the Apostle, Ephes. 5. 32., and 
the Prophet Osee, chap. 2. 19. ‘I will betroth 
thee to me forever.’.—Therefore, He can 
never be separated from her. The other, 


_from the Spouse, who vowed perpetual sub- 


jection and conjugal fidelity to her husband: 
The Apostle intimates this, when he says : 
As the Church is subject to Christ, so also 
Tet wives be to their husbands: as if he had 
said, the Church is the rule or model of the 


"subjection and fidelity to which women ought 


toconform themselves. But She could not be 
a rule of fidelity, if after some years She 


‘should prove unfaithful to her husband and 


become an adultress. Hence St. Cyprian 
in lib. de Unitate Ecclesie, writes: The 
Spouse of Christ cannot become an adultress— 


She is chaste and undefiled. 


27. Thirdly, ‘The visible Church is the 


‘winds nor the rain with all their violence, 





House of God, of which Christ speaks in the| 
Gospel, Matth. 16, 18. Upon this rock I will 
build my Church and the gates of Hell shalt 
not prevail against it, Whereby he promises 
two things. First, that he would build his 
Church upon a rock. Second, that the gates 
of Hell should not prevail against her. In 
both he alludes to that of Matth. 7.24. where 
he says: He is a wise architect who builds 
his house upon a rock : and he isa fool who 
builds it upon the sand. He adds the reason, 
because when a violent tempest arises, the 
house soon falls, which is built upon the 
sand; not so with the other, which is built 
upon a-rock. Christ, therefore, wished to 
imitate the wise architect in building his 
Church upon a Rock, so that neither the 


should be ever able even to shake it. Hence 
it is evident, that those blaspheme against 
Christ who assert that the Church can err, 
and has in reality erred. For then it would 
follow, that he had not built it upon a rock, 
but upon sand, and consequently that Christ 
was not a wise architect, but a fool. Nay, 


confesses with Catholics. But there are 
some always saved. Therefore, the visible 
Church always endures. Consequently it 
is false; that the visible Church did not exist 
for many ages; for if it did not exist, no 
one could have been saved in those ages. 
Therefore all our ancestors must have per- 
ished as many as had lived throughout the 
world, before the days of Luther. Who will 
believe this ? 4 

30. These arguments are drawn from the 
very concessions of our Adversaries. To 
them add these others from the Scriptures. 
First, from Isaiah, who, in chap. 54, prophe- 
cies of nothing else in the whole chapter than 
of the fruitfulness of the Church of Christ, 
her greatness, firmness, perpetuity, and her 
victory over heretics and her other enemies. 
But amongst the rest, in verse 4th, he thus 
addresses her in the person of God: Fear 
nol, for thou shalt not be confounded nor blush. 
But she would be confounded and ashamed, 
if she should err in faith. Againin verse 10. 
For the mountains shall be moved, and the hills 
shall tremble ; but my mercy shall not depart 


more, that he was a liar, since he promised | from thee, and the covenant of my peace shall 


to build his Church upon a rock, and did 
not fulfil his promise; that he had declared 
the gates of Hell should not prevail against 
his Church; but according to them they 
have prevailed. Many of the Holy Fathers 
made use of precisely the same argument, as 
we shall hereafter shew. 

28. Fourthly, The visible Church is called 
the Pittar and Grovunp of Trutn in a three 
fold signification as we have already observed 
in our last paper. First, because She is the 
firm and unshaken column, which cannot 
swerve from the Truth, as Catholics explain 
it. Secondly, because She: is the faithful 
Guardian of the Truth, and preserves it 
pure and entire, and as such transmits it to 
posterity, even according to the concession 
of Calvin. Thirdly, because the Truth of 
God does not dwell in any other place in 
this world than in the Church as Beza him- 
self proves. Hence we draw ree-fold 
argument. First, if the visible Church is the 
firm and unshaken Pillar which cannot 
swerve from the Truth, it is certain that She 
cannot err in faith. Secondly, if She is the 
faithful Guardian of the Truth, She never 


through her own fault loses that Truth, for| 


if she loses it, she is no longer the faithful 
Guardian of the Truth. Thirdly, if the Truth 
no where else exists in this world, than in 
the visible Church ; then, either it did not 
exist in former ages in the world, or if it did 
exist, it was only in the visible Church.— 
Therefore it is necessary that there should 
have been a visible Church. 

29. Fifthly, No one can be saved out of 


not be moved : That is, although the moun- 
tains should be moved from their foundations 
and the hills tremble ; yet My Mercy shall 
not depart from thee,—and the covenant 
which I have made with thee, shall.remain 
forever fixed andirrevocable. Again in v. 11. 
Behold I will lay thy stones in order, and will 
lay thy foundations with sapphires. 12, And I 
will make thy bulwarks of jasper, and thy gates 
of graven stones : That is, I will. so found 
and strengthen thee, that thou shalt mot be 
moved by the tempest, so fortify thee with 
gates and bulwarks, that thou shalt be im- 
pregnable. Again in ver. 17. No weapon 
that is formed against thee shall prosper, and 
every tongue that resisteth thee in judgment, 
thou shalt condemn. : 'That is, all the enemies 
whom the Devil shall raise against thee shall 
not prevail against thee; and all Heretics 
who shall resist thee in the cause of Faith 
and Religion, thou shalt convict of error and 
condemn. This She bas always done. 

















—— 


The Editor pro tem of the valuable Paper, the U. . 
States Catholic Miscellany, will, it is hoped, pardon the 
few corrections which we take the liberty of making ia . 
the following interesting extract. 


PROVINCIAL COUNCIL. 


Baxtimore, September 30.—I believe you 
may consider it time to have some notice of 
this important Assembly. We look upon it 
as important, not because of our expecting 
that much business will be immediately done, 
but because of the subsequent results, which 
we anticipate ; for we consider this as one of 
the most efficient attempts to form ourChureh 
into some organized existence ; hitherto. the 
disjointed materials lay scattered through the 
land; but Archbishop Whitfield has t 











this visible Church, as Calvin eloquently 


them together, and they are about, to,be knit 


au’ 
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ifto one. Archbishop Carroll made a simi- 
larattempt, but not under such favourable 


By wage 

our own Bishop was the first who arrived 
here, he preached for us on Sunday the 20th 
in the Cathedral; you know him too well for 
me to inform you of what he can do when he 
exerts himself as he certainly appeared on 
that day; he left this city for Emmittsburg 
on Tuesday morning at an early hour, and 
returned on Friday night; next morning he 
departed for Washington, whence he return- 
ed yesterday, and isto preach again on Sun- 
day next, at the formal opening of the Coun- 
cil. 

The venerable Bishop Flaget arrived in 
Washington on Saturday the 19th, accompa- 
nied by Bishops Fenwick of Cincinnati, and 
Rosati of St. Louis. We were delighted to 
see the good survivor of our original Hierar- 
chy, the active and indefatigable Bishop Fla- 
get of Bardstown, grown youthful in appear- 
ance and vigorous in his constitution, since 
his last visit to this city to consecrate the 
Archbishop. ‘The appearance and manner 
of this Apostolic man, one of the earliest Bish- 
ops of this now permanent Church, are well 
worthy of the station which he holds ; he 
has been with us about five days at our 
Seminary, accompanied by the good Bish- 
op Rosati, who I understand, ranks high 
amongst our Prelates for information and 
sound sense, as well as zeal: his face 
is, strikingly characteristic of the Italian 
physiognomy. We do not know him as well 
as we do some of the other Prelates, but, he 
stands in an extremely favourable light. ’ In 
New Orleans and St. Lotis tie is a great fa- 
vourite, and a most usefal-Bishop.  #, 

Bishop Fenwick of Boston, is as wellknown 
in Charleston as he is-here, so that I need 
not describe him ; indeed he is well and fa- 
vourably known in the principal “Atlantic 
cities of the Union, in most of which he has 
profitably laboured. He has not.fallen a 
way either in his corpulency, his'good hu- 
mour, or his fine flow of spirits, and his 
zeal and piety are as conspicuous as his fig- 
ure. He has been here since ng, Cameras 
and is to preach at Vespers on Sinday even- 
ing, in the Cathedral, where thesCouncil will 
sit. The success which has ayended his ef- 
forts in New England appears to have given 
him new elasticity. 

His cousin Doctor Fenwick, Bishop OF Cia, 
cinnati and the very Rev. W. Matthews,2ad-' 


ministrator of Philadelphia, arrived on Mon>}j 


day from Washington, in the vicinity of 
which the good Prelate of Cincinnati *had 
been spending some days amongst his rela- 
tous. 

Some fears had been entertained for his 
health, but the laborious visit to Green bay, 
and his success amongst the Indians appear 
to have materially improved his constitution. 
His zealous industry has been well rewarded 
by the churches which he has created and be- 
holds now rising into form and aspiring to 
perfection. 

Though the administrator of Philadelphia 
resides at his charge in Washington, he seems 
to have kept the unfortunate Diocess of which 
he has care at peace, and with increasing 
pro s of harmony. 

@ are at a loss to account for the sudden 


and unexpected departure of the Bishop of 


cil. Probably the Bishops are more cogni- 


you no surmise upon the subject. 


whose state of health does not permit his at- 





gate, no other person can take his place. 
Neither will the new Diocess of Mobile be 
represented, for Bishop Portier has not re- 
turned from Europe, nor is he expected be- 
fore the. close of the session, which will proba- 
bly be on the 11th of October. However, it 
is thought that its concerns must be well 
known to the Bishops of Bardstown, New 
Orleans, and Charleston, who are conter- 
minous, the last ef whom has administered 
East Florida for some sime past. 

The Archbishop has fully proved himself 
to be an excellent prelate of business, and is 
said to have developed information and talents 
which his great modesty had hitherto conceal- 
ed. Of one pleasing fact, I can assure you ; 
our Bishops seem greatly pleased with, and 
firmly attached to each other, in a word, to 
have but one heart and one soul. 

The Council will not be formally open- 
ed before Sunday, but previous consulta- 
tions have already been held; the proceed- 
ings at which are not yet known to us. I 
am told that the order of proceeding was ar- 
ranged, the usual regulations for the mode 
of doing business were adopted, and the Offi- 
cer of the Council named on Tuesday last.— 
I shall not venture to give you a list upon re- 
port, as I hope to obtain am accurate copy 
to-morrow, or the day after. 
This day there was a meeting of all the 
Prelates at the Archbishop’s house, and the 
consultation lasted nearly during four hours, 
when,as I have been told, several questions of 
jurisdiction were solved, committees appoint- 
ed to prepare reports and the statutes and 
regulations of our previous American Synod 
brought closely to view. 
The Bishops have appointed their several 
Theologians,who are already engaged in close 
study. I canonly write with certainty of two. 
Bishop Flaget has brought with him the Rev. 
Mr. Kenrick, the writer of the letters of Omi- 
cron to Omega, which you republished, and. 
Doctor England has chosen the Rev. Simon 
Brute; of -Emmittsburg, than whom it is 
wi he could not have made a better 
*3¥6u' will observe in those ‘two ap- 
a’ gratifying exhibition. There 
| attempts to sow jealousy between 
the Irish and French in our congregations : 
here a Frenchman selects an Irish Theolo- 
gian, an Irishman selects a French Theolo- 
gian, may such always be their mutual con- 
fidence! “By the bye,we have been remarking 
in our Hierarchy another curious, and under 
any circumstances, a gratifying exhibition.— 
We have here sevenPrelates from five nations: 








France, one of Ireland, one of England, and 
tholicity. 

The Archbishop has fixed upon Sunday to 
receive his Pallium, which, I suppose, will be 


or Suffragan: the Sermon, as I before stated, 





New-York for Europe, at the very moment 


when he was expected to attend at the Coun-|lium will open the Council. 


It is even|day, the Bishop of Charleston on 
said that this Diocess cannot be represented, | and so on each day the Prelates ne 
for he gave his procuration to Bishop David, | of consecration. 


tendance; and, as delegates cannot sub-dele-| Bishop in his visit to the Federal 


three natives of the United States, one of|ter of Ceremonies, to name his own assistants, 


will be preached by your Bishop, who is next 
in seniority, the Archbishop will sing a Ponti-|which the Bishops, Heads of Orders and 





Ce es 
The Bishop of 


Boston will preach at Vespers, the Bi , 
zant of the cause than we are, but I can give | Bardstown will celebrate High ishop if 


mass on ) 

Tuesday, 
xt in date 
There is a report that the object of your 


. ‘ city Was to 
remonstrate against some interference of the 


administration in the concerns of our chure' 
and that the President fully concurred in the 
views taken by Doctor E - Upon thig] 
suppose you will receive ample information 
from himself. 1 shall therefore leave it ym 
touched. 
I apprehend that none of the disciplinar 
acts of the Council can, or ought to be 
lished, until after they shall be reviewed and 
confirmed at Rome: hence you must not ex. 
pect that I shall be able to furnish you with 
those proceedings. You may however, be as. 
sured that you will receive all the informa. 
tion which your readers could have, eyen if 
they were present. 
Ocroser 38rd. The following Prelate 
assembled this day at the Cathedral to make 
preparation for opening the Council to-moy- 
row. Most Rev. James Wuirrie.p, Arc 
bishop of Baltimore ; Right Rev. Bored 
Flaget, Bishop of Bardstown; Right Rep, 
Joun Enouanp, Bishop of Charleston and 
V. G. of East Florida; Right Rev. Epwarp 
Fenwick, Bishop of Cincinnati; Right Rep, 
J. Rosati, Bishop of St. Louis, and Admin- 
istrator of New Orleans; Right Rev. B. [, 
Fenwick, Bishop of Boston; and the V, 
Rev. Wm. Martuews, Administrator of Phil: 
adelphia. : 
The Right Rev. Bishop of Boston was ap- 
pointed, Promoter. 
The Rev. Doctor Damphoux was appoin- 
ted Secretary and the Rev. E. P. Kenrick 
assistant Secretary to the Council. fi 
Besides the Bishops and the Administrator of 
Philadelphia, the following were invited to 
attend as superiors of orders. viz.— 
Rey. Father D. Dzirizinski, Superior of the 
Jesuits, and the Rev. M. Carriere; Superior 
of the Sulpicians. : 
As Theologians, Rev. Doctor Tessier, Rey, 
Doctor Deluol‘and Rev. Doctor Damphoux,,, 
' The Bishop of Bardstown named as his 
Theologian, the Rev. Edward Patrick Ken- 
rick. Po pe) 
“Fhe Bishop of Charleston named the Rey. 
Simon Brute. 
The Bishop of Cincinnati named the Rev, 
M. Debarth. 7 
The Bishop of St. Louis and Administrator, 
of New Orleans named the Rev. M. Jean- 
jean. , 
The Bishop of Boston named the Rev. Mr, 
Blanc. : 
The Administrator of Philadelphia named; 
the Rev. M. Wheeler. 
The Rev. Mr. Chance was appointed M 








4 id 
2 


to appoint the Chaunters, and the Deacons, 


one of Italy ; this is really a specimen of Ca-|and Subdeacons. 


The High Mass will be celebrated every, 
morning at eight o’clock, after which the sess, 
sion of the Council will commence and cop, 


given by the Bishop of Bardstown, our Seni-|tinue, if necessary, until one o’clock at this, 


session, the Prelates only will attend to votes, 
at four P. M. the congregation will sit, at 





fical High mass, and after receiving the Pal- | Theologians will attend. 
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The Rev. Mr. Carriere is a visitor of the 
Sulpician order from France, and is in this 
country on a tour of inspection ; he has just 
returned with the Rey. Doctor Tessier from} 
Montreal. 














INTERESTING ANECDOTE; 
OF A FEMALE CONVERT. 


Ir any one thing can have a tendency 
more than another to fortify the mind of 
young persons against the dangers of the 
world, it must be the example of one of its 
victims happily snatched from its chains, and 
undeceived by a timely and merciful inter- 
ference of divine Providence. ‘The following 
is an interesting recital given by a young 
Lady of her own past errors, and her sin- 
cere repentance. 


“You request,” says she, writing to her 
friend, “that I would favour you with a 
short account of my conversion, or rather, 
of the mercies of God towards me. I com- 
ply with your request ; and you are at liberty 
to shew to others the history, which I now 
send you. Alas! how unfortunately did I 
begin my career! My mother loved me ten- 
derly ; but, not being satisfied with my con- 
duct at home, she placed me, at the age of ten 
years, as a pensioner in a convent of religious 
ladies, distinguished for their happy method 
of educating youth in the path of perfection. 
With me, however, their method failed : all 
my endeavours were directed to the turning 
of my school-fellows from the line of duty: 
and in this I too often succeeded. The ex- 
ercises of religion I looked upon with dis- 
gust ; and it was soon perceived that the 
practices of piety were to me, a kind of pun- 
ishment. The director of the young ladies 
did every thing to inspire me with sentiments 
of religion; but his advice was entirely lost 
upon me. Many of my companions, by his 
sage direction, were formed into so many 
saints; while I became a complete demon. 
The time came for preparing us for our first 
communion; but, though I had received a 
full instruction in religion, and was much 
older than the rest, being in my fourteenth 
year, I was not admitted to the holy table. 
My mother, who sensibly felt this refusal, 
sent to have a private interview with me.— 
Our affliction was naturally great ; she made 
me very few reproaches, but expressed her 
feelings by a flood of tears. I was softened, 
and promised to amend; but I never fulfil- 
led this promise, persuading myself that it 
would be impossible to renounce my habits 
of sin, particularly one dreadful vice to which 
I was attached. I therefore resolved to play 
the hypocrite. I deceived the guide of my 
conscience, and thus contrived, for the time, 
to satisfy my mother. The illusion, however, 
did not continue long: a young lady of great 
piety informed the superior that I offered to 
end her some bad books. Upon this, my 
box was searched, and in it were discovered 
several obscene publications. My mother 
was desired to withdraw me, as one dis- 
eased sheep soon infects the whole flock, 
and I was accordingly removed from the con- 
vent. Sume months after, my mother had 
the weakness to yield to my entreaties and 
conduct me to the theatre; but this was 
taking a wrong method to stifle in me the 


from the theatre J flew to the; ball, and from 
the ball to the opera. Thus my ruin was 
completed'—My mother died.—I was then 
twenty years of age, and sed of a 
good fortune. 'The gentleman who married 
me was deserving of a virtuous wife, and of 
every domestic happiness. I proved a con- 
tinual crosg. and uneasiness to him, by my 
little attention to his advice, the indecency of 
my attire, my extravagance, my passion for 
gaming, at which I lost considerable sums, 
and by my bad choice of company. I soon lost 
my husband, my unfortunate husband, whose 
value I knew not till I no longer possessed 
him.—Alas! I was perhaps the cause of his 
death, by continuing, as I did, my irregular 
course of life! I wept, indeed, at his death ; 
but my tears were soon dried up. I again 
gave myself up to my former vanity ; I dash- 
ed into the very vortex of worldly society ; 
and the praises which vile flatterers were 
continually bestowing upon my _ beautiful 
hands and handsome figure, inflamed me 
with a fresh desire of pleasing. The differ- 
ent mirrors, placed at frequent intervals in 
my apartments, served to fan the flame ; I 
gazed with pleasure, and believed that what 
my flatterers said was true. 

‘At length—oh! how admirable was the 
providence of God in my behalf! a lady, 
whose piety was of the most amiable kind, 
who had lately lost her husband, and, like 
myself, was only twenty-four years of age, 
sought my acquaintance, solely with a view 
to bring me back to the path of virtue. At 
the approach of a solemn festival of the 
Church, she spoke to me of disposing my- 
self for the sacrament. At this I laughed, 
and told her that I had never been at con- 
fession since I left the convent. She then 
pressed me in so earnest a manner to speak 
to her confessor, that through mere com- 
plaisance I assented. This holy and zealous 
priest, at my very first address, perceived 
that I had been a complete worldling ; and, 
by my first replies, no less clearly under- 
stood that I was not yet a penitent. He 
spoke to me of the necessity of converting 
myself to God, and the best means of pro- 
moting my conversion. ‘You must,’ said 
he, ‘mortify that body which you have hith- 
erto made your idol; as it is only by this 
means you can bying it into subjection, and 
subdue your passions ; begin, therefore, by 
fasting once in the week, from this time.’ I 
replied, ‘it is impossible for me to fast, I am 
under the necessity of taking often, some 
substantial food: fasting would kill me.’ 
‘Redeem, then,’ said he, ‘your sins by 
abundant.alms; the poor will pray for you; 
remember the sums you have squandered in 
play, and so many useless expenses.’ I an- 
swered, ‘my income is much less than it 
formerly was, and living is more expensive ; 
besides, dress costs me a good deal, and I 
must appear like others.’ In like manner I 
objected to prayer and pious reading, alleg- 
ing, that nothing was so irksome to me as 
prayer, and that whenever I attempted it I 
found my mind entirely occupied with some- 
thing else.’ ‘ Why, then, said the good man, 
‘have you presented yourself to me in the 
confessional, if you will do nothing to which 

advise you; if you will neither fast, nor 
give alms, nor undertake the work of your 
conversion? Remember, that Jesus Christ 





love of the world: my passion increased ;. 


certainly perish.’ If you refuse in this life 






to offer satisfaction to the justice gf t 
whom you have so grievously offend 
must suffer eternal punishment in the flan 
of hell.’ Having delivered these we 
an air of dignity and pam 2 ne 
fora moment. I remained silent, coyered 
with confusion, and not knowing what to 
say ; though at the same time feeling the full 
force of the truths which he had delivered. 
He then resumed his address, and said, ‘ Are 
you disposed to perform the penance which 
I shall now enjoin you, for the purpose of 
procuring from God the grace of your con- 
version? It consists not in fasting, or alms, 
or prayers, or spiritual reading; will you 
accept of it !—‘ Yes,’ I replied, ‘I will, I 
promise to fulfil it ;’ for the grace of God 
had begun to touch my heart. ‘ This, then,’ 
added he, ‘is the penance I enjoin you each 
morning and evening for eight days; you 
will then come to me again, and tell me the 
effect it has produced in you. First, each 
morning and night, wash your hands with 
essenced water, and, at the same time, say 
to yourself, ‘beautiful hands, you will soon 
moulder into dust. Repeat these words for 
the space of half an hour, while you employ 
yourself in some manual labour. Secondly, 
after this, for a quarter of an hour, sitting 
down, with a looking-glass in your hand, or 
kneeling before a mirror, say, from time to 
time, ‘handsome face and head, you will soon 
resemble a death’s head.’ 1 adyise you, more- 
over, during these eight days, not to make 
any- visit, except of great necessity,’ I 
promised faithfully to fulfil his advice, and 
he dismissed me with these words, which 
penetrated to the very bottom of my soul,— 
‘Go, my child; do what I have recommend- 
ed to you; I trust, all will be well with you 
in a little time.’ 

*“ As soonas I left the confessional, I threw 
myself upon my kees. Alas! this was a 
posture I had not been in for a long time; 
continued in it for more than a quarter of an 
hour, agitated in an extraordinary manner, 
with my heart ready to burst with grief, yet 
unable to weep. My charitable friend. ac- 
companied me home ; I wished to be silent; 
when she spoke to me, I answered her with 
a ‘yes’ or ‘no.’ But when we had reached 


ber, I pressed her hand, as a mark of grate- 
ful acknuwledgment for her charity. She 
had the consolation to see me pour forth a 
flood of tears, and I saw that she wept with 
me. Soon after, I found myself able to open 
my heart to her; I told her all that the man 
of God had said to me, and testified the :re+ 
pugnance I felt at performing the penance 
which I had promised to discharge. ‘ Take 
courage,’ said she, ‘ begin by taking the mir- 
ror in your hands, while I, in the next room, 
will read a chapter in the ‘ Following of. 
Christ,’ which I have with me; in ten min- 
utes I will return to you. Oh! how long did 
these ten minutes appear! I had applied no 
rouge to my face that day, nor did it want 
any; it was as red as scarlet. My good 
friend returned; I pressed her to let me hear 


held in her hand. In the chapter which she 
opened by chance, I found many truths, which 
seemed written purposely for me. Findi 
myself touched with them in the most se 





has said, ‘unless you do penance you shall 


ble manner, I begged her to procute,me the 
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my house, and were now alone in my cham- — 


some instructive lesson from the book she . 
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THE JESUIT. 








same work, signifying my intention of read- 
ing a chapter in it daily. She immediately 
requested me to accept that very volume, the 
‘Imitation, or following of Christ,’ which has 
now foro years been my favourite book. 
‘My friend,’ continued she, ‘ will you work 
an hour with me?’ ‘Have you any work to 
furnish me with?’ I confessed that I seldom 
employed myself in work, and was a very 
poor hand at my needle. ‘Well,’ said she, 
‘you must now make a beginning; let us 
each work some linen for the poor.” During 
our work we kept strict silence for a quarter 
of an hour; this was proposed by my friend, 
no doubt with the intention of giving me the 
more leisure to repeat interiorly, ‘ beautiful 
hands, you will soon moulder into dust.’ 
My virtuous friend quitted not her charge; 
while I, already so happily touched by the 
grace of God, sighed for the day when I was 
again to present myself before the man of 
God, offer him the fruits of his former coun- 
sel, and receive from him new lessons of vir- 
tue. The holy man blessed God a thousand 
times for having struck in so forcible a man- 
ner my light and irreligious heart; and fol- 
lowed up with ardent zeal, the noble work 
which he had begun. With that prudence 
and discretion which form the character of the 


true shepherd of souls, he conducted this | -- 


poor strayed sheep back to the fold, by the 
way of mercy and compassion. At length, 
he pronounced the happy sentence of recon- 
ciliation over me, and admitted me to the 
banquet of love and mercy.” 

Thus a new day of bright consolation 
beamed on this child of darkness; a holy life, 
full of works of mercy for the poor and dis- 
tressed, succeeded her former days of vanity 
and folly ; the most noble sacrifices fulfilled 
and confirmed her generous resolution; her 
piety gained strength from frequent and fer- 
yent exercises ; and, after two years of hap- 
py perseverance in virtue, and the most 
striking progress in the science of salvation, 
this young convert was Jooked up to, in the 
place where she lived, as a model of perfect 


piety. 








OF TRUE DEVOTION. 


How frequently do men deceive themselves 
by that vain religion, against which St.James 
warns us, chap. 1, 26. Some think it con- 
sists in reciting many prayers; others in do- 
ing many outward works to the glory of God 
and service of our neighbour. Some place it 
in a continual desire of salvation, and others 
in great mortification. Although these things 
are all good, and even necessary to a certain 
degree, yet in none of them does the essence 
of true piety consist. That piety by which 
we are sanctified, and entirely devoted to 
God, consists in doing his will precisely in 
every circumstance of life. ‘Take what steps 
you please, do what good works you will, yet 
you shall not be rewarded, but for having 
done the will of the Sovereign Master. Al- 
though your servant should do wonders, yet 
if he did not that very business which you 
wished him to do, you would not value his 
performance, and might justly complain of 
him as a bad servant. 

2. A perfect devotion of ourselves to God, 
requires, that we should not only do the will 
of God, but also that we should do it with 
love. “He loveth a cheerful giver,” and 





without the heart no obedience is acceptable 


tohim. We ough to think it a happiness to 
serve such a Master. Let me add that our 
devotion to God, must be habitual; we must 
be alike resigned to him in all circumstances 
even those that are most opposite to our views, 
our inclinations, and our projects; and it 
must keep us in a constant readiness to part 
with our estate, our time, our liberty, our re- 
putation, and even our life. 'To be effectual- 
ly in this disposition, is to have true devotion. 
But as the will of God is often concealed from 
us, there is still one step farther to make in 
this self-renunciation: it is to do the divine 
will with an unqualified obedience. This is 
what all men are obliged to do, even those 
who are most enlightened, and capable of 
leading others to God, must submit them- 
selves to be led by Him. 














‘POETRY. — 
ON FAITH. 


O Faith! thou first of gifts divine ! 
With all thy twilight radiance shine 
Upon my soul ; illume my mind, 
Though still my Understanding’s blind. 
Let me through Reason’s mist, descry 
The fairy Hall of Mystery, 

Who, on a throne majestic sits, 

Beset with hieroglyphic writs, 

With various enigmatic signs, 

Traced, as it were, in magic lines. 
Though all around her shines the light 
With splendour almost dazzling bright— 
Her face to mortals ne’er appears, 

For over it a veil she wears. 

Still, something tells us she is fair, 

That nothing bad is hidden there ; 

And that her charms she’ll only hide, 
Till death has drawn her veil aside ; 

And that she’ll burst with splendour bright, 
Upon our THEN unclouded sight. 





ON HOPE. 
O Hope! thou soother of the breast ! 
Who lJull’st the tortur’d mind to rest, 
Whene’er that ghastly fiend Despair 
Bursts on the sight with horrid stare, 
Or loudly sounds his dismal yell— 
The most discordant note of hell. 
Thou’rt not that spurious spawn of earth 
Which to false Flattery owes its birth ; 
That Will-o’Wisp, which, when pursued, 
Will e’er our empty grasp elude, 
But art a daughter of the sky, 
To whom repentant sinners fly, 
To be presented to their God, 
And make him drop the chastening rod. 
If not for thee, what Martyr would 
Lay down his life, and shed his blood ? 
Or what fair Virgin would be chaste, 
Amidst corruption’s direful waste ? 
’ Tis thou who art her firm defence 
Against the goads of tempting sense. 
In fine, without thy cheering light, 
Mortals would move in gloomy night ; 
Would rush into most foul Despair, 
And without end would perish there. 





ON CHARITY. 
O Cuaniry! celestial fire! 
Absorbing all the heart’s desire, 
Of heavenly virtues thou the best, 
Kindle thy flames within my breast. 
How to my God will then my soul 
Turn, as the needle to the pole! 
How will the traces disappear, 
Of earthly love, when thou art near ; 


-— | year, according to your Prospectus. 
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And vain affections fade away, 
As night before the King of day! 
But little:do we mortals know, 
With what keen ardour thou dost glow. 
he burning seraphim may tell, 
For, feeling it, they know it well. 
About the throne of God they move 
Within the orbit of his love, / 

ich darts on them its piercing ra 
And sets their essence in 4 base " 




















MARRIAGES. 


Married, on the 14th inst. in the Cuurcu of th H 
Cross, in this City, Mr. Tuomas M to Mix 
ALIcE Ruorx. * Pe Aston 

On the 20th inst. Mr. Cuarues K i 
Mary Brrcu. ane OS 








OBITUARY. 


Died, on the 16th inst. Mrs. Drsonan B 
40 vears.—May she rest in peace. erent ae 


NOTICE. 


Persons residing at a distance, and desirous of obtain 
ing ‘‘ Tux Jesurr, or Catholic Sentinel, will please 
to Address a letter to The Eprrors of the J ESUIT, 
Boston, Mass. agreeably to the following form, which, 
if attended toin all its points, will be promptly noticed, 











GENTLEMEN,—I herewith enclose to you THREE 
Dotxars, the amount of my Subscription for the whole 
I have also paid 
the Postage of this Letter, I shall therefore expect 
that my Papers will be regularly forwarded to my ad- 
dress. ({G Here please to insert your name in very 
legible characters with the name of the Place and the 
State in which you reside,) including all the previous 
Numbers, from No. 1, and you will greatly oblige 

Your Ob’t. Serv’t. 
N,N. 
LIST OF AGENTS FOR THE 
JESUIT, on CATHOLIC SENTINEL. 


Hueu Maaurire..........Quebec. 
Rev. J. Manony.....,...-..Salem. 
Parrick Powers.......... Lowell. 








Wiriram McE taoy.......Charlestown. 
Joun McGuieav.......,..«Philadelphia. 
Joun D, Murpny....,... Washington, D. C. 

















CATHOLIC BOOKSTORE, 
DISTRIBUTING OFFICE OF 


THE JESUIT, orn CATHOLIC SENTINEL, 
AND 


INTELLIGENCE OFFICE. 
§G-Corner of Franklin and Federal-streets..¢9 





P. MOONEY, respectfully informs the Ladies and 
Gentlemen of this City and its vicinity, that they can 
be supplied with Goop SERVANTS, -by applying at 
his Office. Every individual, who solicits a situation, 
must previously exhibit a Testimonial of moral conduct, 
from the family with whom the Individual has lived ; and 
moreover be recommended by one of the R. C. Clergy- 
men, for honesty, apy and the practical observance 
of the Duties which the Holy, Catholic Religion enjoins 
and enforces. 

P. M. Would also give notice to his friends 
and the public at large, that he keeps constantly on 
hand a great variety of CATHOLIC BOOKS, and 
RELIGIOUS PICTURES, Plain and Coloured. 

Orders from any part of the Union will be 
promptly attended to. 








